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God at school 
and work
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The Kingdom of God

• Jesus is King over all of our lives

Our Lives

Faith

Faith

Our Lives
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The Kingdom of God

• We are in a spiritual battle

The World The Flesh The Devil

Our Faith The Spirit The Word
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The Kingdom of God

• In our minds - ‘take every thought captive’

• 2 Corinthians 10:5

• At home

• ‘whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for 
God’s glory’

• 1 Corinthians 10:31

•At school and work

As we move on in our thinking – the Kingdom of God at school and work
(If not working - recreation – pub, social occasions, volunteering etc – people we ‘live’ 
with, outside our family!)
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The Kingdom of God at school and work

Be ready

‘Therefore, with your minds ready for action, be serious and set your hope 

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires of your 

former ignorance. But as the One who called you is holy, you also are to be 

holy in all your conduct; for it is written, Be holy, because I am holy.’

1 Peter 1:13-15 [HCSB]

Lessons from life of Daniel
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The Kingdom of God at school and work
Be ready – Daniel 1

To be noticed

• In your words and your deeds

• ‘A city situated on a hill 

cannot be hidden…’ –

Matthew 5:14

• Culturally transforming…

Daniel 1 – To be noticed:
•In your words and your deeds… 
•‘You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden… In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven.’ - Matthew 5:14-16 
•Don’t join in bullying / scheming / grumbling about bosses / gossip…
•1 Peter 2:11-12 - ‘Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents to 
abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. Conduct yourselves honourably 
among the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do 
what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of 
visitation.’
•Show kindness to the vulnerable / Defend the weak / Stand up for what is right… 
•Culturally transforming…
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The Kingdom of God at school and work
Be ready – Daniel 2

To be a servant of all

• Something unique about you 
compared to anyone else!

• Only God can reveal mysteries, 
supernaturally bless them, and 
meet spiritual needs

• Speak, share, demonstrate grace 
and mercy, speak, share, pray

Daniel 2 – To be a servant of all
•There is something unique about you that is unlike all of your non-Christian friends 
or colleagues
•‘What the king is asking is so difficult that no one can make it known to him except 
the gods, whose dwelling is not with mortals.’ (Daniel interpreting the King’s dream) –
Daniel 2:11
•Only the Spirit of God can reveal mysteries, supernaturally bless them, and meet 
spiritual needs
•‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God 
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.’ – 2 Corinthians 5:17, 20-21
•Speak - share - demonstrate grace & mercy - pray – remember – it is all about Him…
•‘Daniel answered the king: “No wise man, medium, diviner-priest, or astrologer is 
able to make known to the king the mystery he asked about. But there is a God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries…’ Daniel 2:27-28
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The Kingdom of God at school and work
Be ready – Daniel 4-5

To speak truth

• Speak welcome truths – but 
also terrifying

• Speak truths to everyone –
even speak truth to power

• Reputation for integrity – will 
often be of value

Daniel 4-5 – To speak truth
•Daniel spoke welcome truths to the King - Daniel 4:20-22 - but also terrifying ones -
Daniel 4:23-27
•‘Therefore, may my advice seem good to you my king. Separate yourself from your 
sins by doing what is right, and from your injustices by showing mercy to the 
needy. Perhaps there will be an extension of your prosperity.’ – Daniel 4:27
•Be prepared to speak truth to everyone - even to speak truth to power… 
•Reputation for integrity - ‘We will never find any charge against this Daniel unless we 
find something against him concerning the law of his God’ - Daniel 6:5… 
•Even in dark situations, people will value this character trait…
•‘There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the 
days of your predecessor he was found to have insight, intelligence, and wisdom like 
the wisdom of the gods. Your predecessor, King Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief 
of the diviners, mediums, Chaldeans, and astrologers. Your own predecessor, the 
king, did this because Daniel, the one the king named Belteshazzar, was found to 
have an extraordinary spirit, knowledge and perception, and the ability to interpret 
dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems. Therefore, summon Daniel, and he will 
give the interpretation.’ Daniel 5:11-12
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The Kingdom of God at school and work
Be ready – Daniel 3,6

To be loved & opposed

• Some will love you – others will 
maliciously accuse

• Resolve to make a stand – even 
if it is said that you are evil

• Jesus will never leave you, even 
within the fiery furnace

Daniel 3,6 – To be loved & opposed
•Some people will love but others will maliciously accuse you – ‘Some Chaldeans took 
this occasion to come forward and maliciously accuse the Jews.’ – (fiery furnace) –
Daniel 3:8
•‘But thanks be to God, who always puts us on display in Christ and through us 
spreads the aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For to God we are the 
fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing. To some we are an aroma of death leading to death, but to others, an 
aroma of life leading to life. And who is competent for this? For we are not like the 
many who market God’s message for profit.’ – 2 Corinthians 2:14-17
•Resolve to make a stand on principle – Daniel 6:10 – even if the good you do is 
described as evil… ‘So they are surprised that you don’t plunge with them into the 
same flood of wild living — and they slander you. They will give an account to the 
One who stands ready to judge the living and the dead.’ - 1 Peter 4:4
•Jesus will never leave you, even within the fiery furnace – Daniel 3:25
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The Kingdom of God at school and work

Be ready:

•To be noticed

•To be a servant of all

•To speak truth

•To be loved & opposed

“The joy of the LORD is your 

strength.”

Nehemiah 8:10 [NIV]
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