
What is the 
Gospel?

Ashford Community Church – Sunday 5th Feburary

What is the Gospel? ‘Good news’
Good news that we know Christians should share with others – but how can we know 
what it is?
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What is the 
Gospel?

What is the Gospel? How would you sum it up?
Using pieces of paper on the tables, write down a short summary in a few sentences
(Share a few)
Not saying you have to pass on everything we will see – too much – but searching 
through the whole Bible – understand the whole Gospel in all its fullness and glory…)
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The descendant of Eve
Then He asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree 
that I commanded you not to eat from?”
Then the man replied, “The woman You gave to be with me—she gave me some 
fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
So the LORD God asked the woman, “What is this you have done?”
And the woman said, “It was the serpent. He deceived me, and I ate.”
Then the LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, you are cursed more than any livestock and more 
than any wild animal. You will move on your belly and eat dust all the days of 
your life. I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed 
and her seed. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel”…
Adam named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all the living. The Lord 
God made clothing out of skins for Adam and his wife, and He clothed them.

Genesis 3:11-15, 20-21 HCSB

The first Gospel – straight after the first human sin
[First committed by a woman – first offered to that woman – the promised Seed -
through a woman]
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The covenant with Abram
The LORD said to Abram:
“Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you.
I will make you into a great nation,
I will bless you, I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
I will curse those who treat you with contempt,
and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you…
And to you and your future offspring I will give the land where you 
are residing—all the land of Canaan—as an eternal possession, and I will 
be their God.”

Genesis 12:1-3, 17:8 HCSB

The covenant with the chosen ancestor of all the Jews – what is the Gospel for the 
Jews?
[Not just a Gospel for the Jews only – hints here - will be for all the peoples on earth]
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The prophet like Moses
Then the LORD said to me, ‘They have spoken well. I will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among their brothers. I will put My 
words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him…
No prophet has arisen again in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew 
face to face. He was unparalleled for all the signs and wonders the 
LORD sent him to do… and for all the mighty acts of power and 
terrifying deeds that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.

“Moses said: ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like 
me from among your brothers. You must listen to Him in everything 
He will say to you...’ God raised up His Servant and sent Him first to 
you to bless you…”

Deuteronomy 18:18, 34:10-12, Acts 3:22-23 HCSB

The promise that God will speak – make Himself known to us
No prophet has arisen like Moses – the Lord knew face to face.;
God has spoken to us through Jesus – we can have God speaking to us today…
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The king from David
“Now this is what you are to say to My servant David…
The LORD declares to you: The LORD Himself will make a house for you. 
When your time comes and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up 
after you your descendant, who will come from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He will build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, 
and he will be a son to Me… Your house and kingdom will endure 
before Me forever, and your throne will be established forever.”
This is the declaration of the LORD to my Lord:
“Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies Your footstool.”
The LORD will extend Your mighty sceptre from Zion. Rule over Your 
surrounding enemies.

2 Samuel 7:8, 11-16, Psalm 110:2 HCSB

The good news of a Kingdom that will last forever – an end to ‘the rise and fall of 
nations’?
Why do we have endless war between nations? Why is almost every ruler limited or 
imperfect in some way or another?
God promises that there will one day be one, eternal King – but what will He be like?
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The reign of harmony
Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will 
bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him —
a Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a Spirit of counsel and strength,
a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord…
He will not judge by what He sees with His eyes… but He will execute justice for 
the oppressed of the land.
The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the goat… and 
a child will lead them… their young ones will lie down together…
An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit, and a toddler will put his hand into a 
snake’s den.
None will harm or destroy another on My entire holy mountain, for the land will 
be as full of the knowledge of the Lord as the sea is filled with water.

Isaiah 11:1-4, 6, 8-9 HCSB

This is how the eternal King will rule – with wisdom and understanding
With counsel and strength
With knowledge and the fear of the Lord!
And what about oppression and injustice?
He will execute eternal justice, and bring the wicked to their deserved eternal end.
And what about the eternal conflict in the world of nature, ‘red in tooth and claw’?
He will bring also end that – the lion will live with the lamb… a toddler will put his 
hand into a snake’s den – none will harm or destroy.
Hallelujah!

7



The sufficient sacrifice 
But He was pierced because of our transgressions,
crushed because of our iniquities;
punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds.
We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way;
and the Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all…
He will see His seed, He will prolong His days,
and by His hand, the Lord’s pleasure will be accomplished.
He will see it out of His anguish, and He will be satisfied with His knowledge.
My righteous Servant will justify many, and He will carry their iniquities.
Therefore I will give Him the many as a portion,
and He will receive the mighty as spoil,
because He submitted Himself to death,
and was counted among the rebels;
yet He bore the sin of many and interceded for the rebels.

Isaiah 53:5-6, 10-12 HCSB

What about us? We are part of the problem! ‘‘We all went astray like sheep – we all 
have turned to our own way…’
The Lord will ‘justify us’ – punish the coming Servant for the sins of us all.
He will ‘carry our iniquities’
And because of that, He will be richly rewarded…
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The renewed heart
“Look, the days are coming” — this is the Lord’s declaration — “when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
This one will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant they broke 
even though I had married them” — the Lord’s declaration.
“Instead, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days” — the Lord’s declaration. “I will put My teaching within them and write it on 
their hearts.
I will be their God, and they will be My people.
No longer will one teach his neighbour or his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they will all know Me, from the least to the greatest of them” — this is the Lord’s 
declaration.
“For I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their sin.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34 HCSB

We are forgiven and healed – the ‘punishment for our peace’ is on Him…
But what about the covenant – what about how we live our lives in the future…
We can see that knowing what God teachers is not enough (what we should do)…
We need a renewed heart – that is what God promises to do, at the same time as 
forgiving and forgetting…
Hallelujah!
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The predicted Messiah
Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city—
to bring the rebellion to an end, to put a stop to sin, to wipe away iniquity,
to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the most holy place.
Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince will be seven weeks and 62 weeks….
After those 62 weeks the Messiah will be cut off and will have nothing.
The people of the coming prince will destroy the city and the sanctuary.
The end will come with a flood, and until the end there will be war; desolations 
are decreed.
He will make a firm covenant with many for one week,
but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering.
And the abomination of desolation will be on a wing of the temple
until the decreed destruction is poured out on the desolator.”

Daniel 9:24-26 HCSB

How can we be sure this will happen? How can we be sure it will come true?
Amazing prophecy – predicts exactly how it will happen - the exact date of its 
occurrence…
(70 weeks = ’sevens’ – sets of seven years. This accurately predicts the precise 
number of years between the rebuilding of Jerusalem until the triumphal entry of 
Jesus’, according to some scholars to the day (https://enduringword.com/bible-
commentary/daniel-9/))
We are absolutely certain that the book of Daniel predates the coming of Jesus (Dead 
Sea Scrolls)
--
So the Old Testament predicts & is looking ahead to these events – when did they 
happen…?
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The coming of Jesus
The historical record of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the good news of God: 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 
in the good news!”

“Today salvation has come to this house,” Jesus told him, “because he too is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.”

He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.
But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to 
those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the 
flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.

Matthew 1:1, Mark 1:14-15, Luke 19:10, John 1:11-13 HCSB

The historical records of the coming of Jesus – the fulfilment of these prophecies…
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The cross and resurrection
“Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the Nazarene was a man pointed 
out to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you 
through Him, just as you yourselves know. Though He was delivered up according 
to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail Him 
to a cross and kill Him….

“Brothers, I can confidently speak to you about the patriarch David…. he spoke 
concerning the resurrection of the Messiah… God has resurrected this Jesus. We 
are all witnesses of this. Therefore, since He… has received from the Father the 
promised Holy Spirit, He has poured out what you both see and hear…

Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah!”

Acts 2:22-23, 29, 31-33, 36 HCSB

The first Gospel sermon at Pentecost – the death and resurrection of Jesus… note 
that these were eyewitnesses – most of whom would go on to suffer death rather 
then deny the truth...
Constant theme in the New Testament… We are witnesses of this…
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The hope of glory
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. For the creation eagerly waits 
with anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to 
futility—not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it — in the hope that the 
creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious freedom of God’s children. For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together with labour pains until now.
And not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the firstfruits — we 
also groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. Now in this hope we were saved, yet hope that is seen is not hope, 
because who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
eagerly wait for it with patience.

Romans 8:18-25 HCSB

But what about the promise of the glorious reign? Where is this glorious Kingdom? 
Where is the reign of harmony?
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The great reconciliation
For He is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall 
of hostility... He did this so that He might reconcile both to God in one body 
through the cross and put the hostility to death by it. When the Messiah came, 
He proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far away and peace to 
those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the 
Father...

The mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have briefly written 
above… This was not made known to people in other generations as it is now 
revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: The Gentiles are coheirs, 
members of the same body, and partners of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel… to shed light for all about the administration of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things.

Ephesians 2:14-18, 3:3, 5-6, 9 HCSB

What about the Messiah’s righteous rule over the nations? When will He create 
peace on earth?
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The new heaven and earth
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea no longer existed… Then I heard a loud voice from 
the throne:
“Look! God’s dwelling is with humanity, and He will live with them.
They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will no longer exist; grief, 
crying, and pain will exist no longer, because the previous things have passed 
away.”
Then the One seated on the throne said, “Look! I am making everything new.”… 
The victor will inherit these things, and I will be his God, and he will be My son. 
But the cowards, unbelievers, vile, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars — their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, 
which is the second death.”

Revelation 21:1-8 HCSB

How will it all be in the end – the world, and evil itself?
God Himself will live among us – the power of the Devil will be at an end – all 
unrepentant sinners, and sin itself, will be destroyed.
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What is the Gospel?
Crown him the Son of God
Before the worlds began,

And ye, who tread where He hath trod,
Crown him the Son of Man;

Who every grief hath known
That wrings the human breast,

And takes and bears them for His own,
That all in him may rest.

‘Crown Him with Many Crowns’
Matthew Bridges & Godfrey Thring

It’s not about one thing, one blessing, one action
It’s about a Kingdom – reversal and restoration after an act of rebellion – King Jesus –
Jesus is the answer…
‘In Him’…
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What is the response?
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 
in the good news!”

He told them, “This is what is written… repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things…”

But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and by believing you may have life in His name.

They came under deep conviction and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: 
“Brothers, what must we do?” “Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be baptized, each 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Mark 1:15, Luke 10:46-47, John 20:31, Acts 2:37-38 HCSB

Repent
Believe
Baptise

17


	Slide 1: What is the Gospel?
	Slide 2: What is the Gospel?
	Slide 3: The descendant of Eve
	Slide 4: The covenant with Abram
	Slide 5: The prophet like Moses
	Slide 6: The king from David
	Slide 7: The reign of harmony
	Slide 8: The sufficient sacrifice 
	Slide 9: The renewed heart
	Slide 10: The predicted Messiah
	Slide 11: The coming of Jesus
	Slide 12: The cross and resurrection
	Slide 13: The hope of glory
	Slide 14: The great reconciliation
	Slide 15: The new heaven and earth
	Slide 16: What is the Gospel?
	Slide 17: What is the response?

