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Today we are looking at – “Is Religion still Relevant today”?

*Does it do more harm than good?

*Is it more trouble than it is worth?

In his book searching issues, Nicky Gumbel  explores this question ‘does religion do 
more harm than good.’

He recalls a conversation with a group, following a prayer meeting, who had 
concerns about their place in public life.  One of the group members spoke about a 
colleague who believed that people of faith, should be kept out of the civil service,
since their views and decisions would be negatively affected by their beliefs.  

Nicky Gumbel suggests that the mood is changing.  No longer is it assumed that 
the church is a good thing, a benefit to society. 45secs
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Richard Dawkins produced a documentary (2006) about religion called 
“the root of all evil.” The God Delusion.
In it, the prominent atheist suggests that far from making people better,
or doing good things in society, faith is one of the worlds greatest evils and
he describes the God of the bible as an ‘evil monster.’
In the documentary he explores the process of ‘non thinking’ which he calls
“faith” 
He says there is no well demonstrated reason to believe in God.  And says
the time has come, for people with reason, to say enough is enough…
Dawkins suggests that religious faith discourages independent thought, is
divisive and its dangerous.
The assault on the senses appeals to not think, doubt or question, it
reinforces delusion in solidarity and supports a backward believe system,
that reason must challenge.
He says ‘isn’t it better to face truth’ rather than have ‘false hope’, and asks,
while in Lourdes, France, what is the evidence for any miracles? No 
evidence at all.
He says religion is about turning untested believe into unshakable truth,
though the power of institutions and the passage of time, turning it into a
fact. Tradition becomes official truth.  He suggests that this is not harmful
when limited to the virgin mary, but what about personal convictions when it
comes to say ‘discouraging the use of condoms’ in aids ridden Africa. Then
the power of the church trough tradition, authority and revelation comes with
an appalling human cost…
Believe because you have been told rather, than because you have looked at
the evidence…2m30sec
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Something that I have noticed about Dawkins and other prominent atheists
such as Christopher Hitches, is that they group different religions together and
make generalisations, often based on tradition, rituals and man-made rules.
In some ways I can see why Dawkins, and others have come to the
conclusions they have, based on the evidence they have looked at, but have
they looked at all the evidence?

Josh McDowell decided to prepare a paper that would examine the historical
evidence of the Christian faith in order to disprove it. However, he converted
to Christianity, after, as he says, he found evidence for it, not against.
Evidence That Demands a Verdict Video – YouTube

Frank Morison, a lawyer and a journalist: set out to disprove the resurrection.
He go to chapter 4 and met Jesus.  He ended up writing a book called ‘Who
moved the Stone.’  He also looked at the evidence for religions relevance
today. 3min 20sec
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1. Causing to stumble

I have been really troubled as I have prepared for today, by watching programmes 
and talks by prominent atheists, who seem to believe that religion is not only not 
relevant, but that it is the worst enemy of mankind and the root of all evil.  It 
affected my sleep and left me troubled the next day.

Then Peter read this verse to us last Sunday and I realised why I was so troubled.

It talks about causing people to stumble and the consequences of it to the 
messenger.  And I realised that I was not just concerned for the people that are 
being caused to stumble (fall, hesitate, slip-up) by hearing this, but also what 
happens to the person delivering the message – think of their influence over those 
they could cause to doubt, to perhaps think that religion is no longer relevant, that 
they have no need for God, they are self sufficient and religion is the problem
rather than the answer, the infection rather than the cure.  This reading shows just 
how serious it is and it makes me think about what will happened to the likes of 
Dawkins and other prominent atheist's and what will be the consequences of their 
actions when they meet their maker. It says in verse 7 wow to the person through 
whom they come!

I don’t know what you think of this… 4m30 sec
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Here is a comment from a believer watching one of these debates about God… 

People listen to these debates, and it seems to leave a trace.
Here is a example:

“I was raised in a Christian household, and I would say I believe in God. But man, ‘x
atheist’ makes such a good argument. And it brings me to tears, honestly. How can I

doubt something so easily that I believe to my core”?

A more local example of this was published (29 November 2015) in the Kent
On Sunday paper-that I picked up in Waitrose in Ashford.  On the front page it
had the headline ‘Calling time on our faith’ Is the passion for religion simply
more trouble than it is worth’ The article suggested that religion remains 
a hugely divisive (troublesome, disruptive, conflict-ridden) area – capable of
sparking conflict and restricting freedoms.

The writer of the article asks the question should religion still hold such a
grasp on our lives in this modern era? Or   5min 20sec
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Is the passion for religion simply more trouble that it’s worth.

Here are a few quotes on people’s views of religion: (click)

1. I don’t believe in religion. I believe in spirituality. Religion is the cause of all the 
problems in the world. I don’t believe in organised religion at all. It’s what 
separates people. One religion just represents fragments, it causes war. More 
people have died because of religious conflict than any other reason.4 (click)

2. Religion is the worst enemy of mankind.  No single war in the history of humanity 
has killed as many people as religion has. (click)

3. Religion remains a very powerful source of values, a powerful source of 
activities and a powerful source of community. (click)

In order to consider this question, it is helpful to consider what we mean by
the term ‘Religion’
From my perspective it can mean different things to different people -with a far
raging spectrum, from and I quote Reverend Trevor Wilmot, Bishop of Dover)
“being a force for good to being a force for evil.”  (click)

How can it be viewed so differently by so many?  I suspect that even those of
us gathered here today have different views and thoughts, when we hear or
think about the word religion. 6min 30 sec
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So what do you think of when you hear the word religion?

Get into groups for 2 mins to discuss

Come back together for feedback

10 minutes.
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This is what comes to my mind:
Click x3

A lot of this is influenced by my experience of church during my upbringing.  I
didn't mind it, but it didn't connect with me.  I practiced the tradition and
rituals.  I regularly attended the village church, I was in the choir, carried the
cross and even had confirmation lessons and took communion.  I did it
“legally” But I did not know God.  It was purely academic.  

Nicky Gumble, suggests reading the bible is not an academic exercise but
the expression of a relationship. He says faith is about putting our trust in the
God who speaks to us through his Word.  God has revealed himself in the
Bible. It is possible, as Jesus said, to hold to the Scriptures, but not read them
in the context of this life-giving relationship.

Click
Jesus says in John  5: 39-40 39 You study[c] the Scriptures diligently because you
think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify
about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

I didn't even know that you could know God.  The bible did not speak to me
personally, and even though I prayed, infrequently, I was not sure if God was
listening, let alone answering. 

We are going to watch a short clip – around 4 minutes, which I hope will help

us to think about the difference between practicing religion and actually
knowing God.  11min 20 sec
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This guy is called Jefferson Bethke .  You may find what he says provocative,

perhaps a little raw, but hopefully real! 

Video is 4:03 long 

15min 30sec

Why I Hate Religion, But Love Jesus || Spoken Word – YouTube

Why I Hate Religion, But Love Jesus || Spoken Word - YouTube
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It is important to explore the difference between relational Faith (true religion) and
Religious Practice and Rules (false religion) if we are going to answer the question – ‘is 
religion still relevant today?’ as we need to know what we are talking about when we say 
‘religion.’

In Colossians 2: 6-23 we read about freedom from Human Regulations Through Life with 
Christ. We are warned not to be taken captive by human tradition and the basic principles 
of the world (those that contradict the purposes of God) rather than Christ.

We put to death our earthly nature and set our hearts on things above.  We have a new self, 
which is being renewed (Col 3:8).  We are changed from the inside out rather than from the 
outside in.  John 14:17 - The spirit lives in us and guides our lives.  The Spirit shows us the 
truth, teaches us, reminds us, convicts us, points us to Jesus and transforms our mind and 
desires.  (We read in (Philippians 2:13) that God gives us the desire and the power to do 
what pleases him.

We cannot earn our salvation through rules, rituals tradition or good works.  (Col 2: 13) We 
have been made alive through Christ.  He forgave us our sins.  Set us free from human 
regulation, he took it away nailing it to the cross.  We are free to go, as ourselves, abiding in 
Christ and impacting those we live with.  To show and proclaim the Kingdom of God.  
Compelled by his love. John 14:15 – If you love me, you will obey what I command.  John 
15:12 love each other as I have loved you.  If we remain in him and he is us we will bear 
much fruit, showing ourselves to be his disciples.   Discipleship is relational, not 
academic, then it becomes living and real and then its relevant. 17min.
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We don’t go to church out of a sense of duty or human regulation.  We go

because we are free, to choose to go.  Because we want to.  Because we

have a relationship with God.  Its not delusion in solidarity, it a place to be

refreshed, renewed, and reconfigured.

When Peter read to us last week from Matthew 18:6-9 about causing people

to stumble I understood why I was so troubled, and it was like a healing 

through understanding.  I still have the concern but with understanding.

I believe that Jesus wants the best for us, in that we would not ‘go astray.’ You

remember when Jesus is speaking to the disciples in (John 16) he say ‘all

this I have told you so that you will not go astray.’ However,  if we do drift from 

his path, he enables us (if we acknowledge him) to make our path straight

again (Proverbs 3:5-6).    

And so ‘relational religion’ becomes relevant to our daily lives, when we

practice it in the way that Jesus taught.  It helps us, it frees us -from earthly

pulls and desires, as we are made alive in Christ, as he transforms our mind

and desires, as we abide in him. Wow! 18min.
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In the Kent on Sunday newspaper article, I mentioned earlier, Trevor Wilmott, 
Bishop of Dover said “if you want to know whether religion is a force for good, in 
today’s society, you need to walk alongside people of faith.  Witness for yourself 
how they spend their time and money, speak with them about what they value, 
and what their hopes are and ask them how they respond when everything goes 
wrong.

“I spend so much of my time doing exactly that: visiting parishes, churches and 
projects throughout east Kent and further a field, and I can honestly say this 
world would be far poorer without people of faith and the role they play in their 
communities and the wider world. I have seen hungry people fed, homeless 
people housed, lonely people befriended, busy people given peace – all in the 
name of God. Of course, people without a religious faith also do these things –
but for so many, faith is the motivation”.

“So, religion clearly can be a force for good. But we’ve all witnessed –though TV 
screens and radios, in the newspapers or even first-hand – how some forms of 
religion can be nothing less than toxic. So how do we know the difference 
before it’s irrevocably upon us?

“When religion becomes a reason for closing the door on someone, rather than for 
opening it wider, then something is wrong. When we make God in our own 
image and refuse to be challenged, we’ve lost touch with who God is and what 
he calls us to. When ‘faith’ becomes self-indulgent, rather than self-forgetting, 
then it has lost its reason for existence.  

At its best, religion draws heaven and earth together, for the benefit of all.” 
19min30sec



15

How To Explain What You Do, When You're A Pastor – YouTube

Live In Birmingham at the Joyce Meyer Conference - J.John - YouTube

Video is 2:18 long 
I love the way JJ talks about the impact of religion when he describes what he does.
2 mins long. 

Work for a global enterprise, Outlets in nearly every country of the world:

We’ve got:
Hospitals
Hospices
Homeless shelters

We do:
Marriage work
Orphanages
Feeding programmes
Educational programmes (schools, colleges, universities, publishing companies)
Justice and reconciliation

We Look after people from Birth to Death 
Deal in the area of behavioral alteration.

21min 30sec plus peters list - say 1 min. Total 22min 30sec
What do we do - Peter read list
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The Kent on Sunday newspaper article – asked this question- Is Christianity
facing a challenge to remain relevant?
I think sometimes the answer to that is Yes. I know it is relevant, but do we
Always make it relevant?

We need to point people to the truth.  Our faith needs to be expressed in our 
everyday life.  Although I am not always keen on the word Religion because of 
all that can be associated with that (tradition, human regulations, rules and 
rituals) we do need to help people understand what true religion is.  That it 
brings life (it doesn't restrict freedom, it is freedom) rather than the counter fit 
that brings death, but masquerades as life (spiritual).

We need to be aware, as revealed in John 14:17 that some in the world cannot 
accept the Spirit of truth because it neither sees him nor knows him.  Some will 
be hostile (Romans 8:6-8) why? because the god of this age has blinded the 
mind of unbelievers (2 Cor 4:4).  So we can pray for God to open hearts and 
minds, to reveal the truth and set people free. We can ask that God would use 
us to help point people to Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.  23min 30sec   

We are told in 1 Timothy 5:4 If a widow has children or grandchildren these should 
learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family 
and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.
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To conclude
Nicky quote  “…faith in Jesus Christ does not harm – it does an immeasurable 
amount of good – because we follow the one who ‘went around doing good’ (Acts 
10:38)” 

Click

1. Yes – it is relevant - but do we make it relevant, sometimes its difficult to
see the wood for the trees.  It did not seem relevant to me until I was 24.
2. We need to understand what we mean by the word religion and recognise 
the ‘counterfeit’- one is the infection the other is the cure.
3. Distinguish between faith and the misuse of faith – Does what is done in the 
name of religion align with Jesus teaching? If not is it true or false?
4. Recognise its preventative attributes – As we push God more and more out of 
society we see the consequences, if affects us relationally, financially, physically 
and mentally.  In short it destabilises society. There are benefits and blessings doing 
things Gods ways and it brings social stability- this makes true religion pretty 
relevant today.
5. Recognise the positive impact of the bible - all the good done by people 
motived by their faith – the bible has provided a moral code and foundation upon 
which our society was built. If this is taken away what will replace it? 25min.
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I want to finish by reading this from the sorted magazine.

I want to say to everyone here in the building and online whether you are watching 
this live or later as a recording- God always leaves a light on.  

He is the light of the world (John: 8:12). What ever we have done, what every past 
regrets we may have, what ever faults and failings we may have – remember he 
(Jesus) died for us knowing the worst thing about us and we may not have done it 
yet. 

If you have been holding back from coming to God and have allowed shame or the 
arguments of the world to convince you that religion is not relevant today, please 
don’t leave coming to God any longer…,there is always an open road leading back, 
the light is always on!    

26min plus sorted reading?



Thank you for your word and your spirit that help us to navigate life.  

Help us to make our faith evermore real and relevant, in our lives, and those we 
encounter.  

Please help those who are struggling to find you through all the confusion, distortion 
and disruption that the world presents.  

May your truth and light shine through.  

In Jesus name. Amen.  20sec.
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1. Yes – we need to make it relevant, sometimes its difficult to see the wood for the 
trees
2. We need to understand what we mean by the word religion and recognise 
the ‘counterfeit’- one is the infection the other is the cure.
3. Distinguish between faith and the misuse of faith – Does what is done in the 
name of religion align with Jesus teaching?
4. Preventative – As we push God more and more out of society we see the 
consequences, if affects us relationally, financially, physically and mentally.  In short 
it destabilises society. There are benefits and blessings doing things Gods ways and 
it brings social stability.
5. Recognise the positive impact of the bible - all the good done by people 
motived by their faith – that the bible has provided a moral code and foundation 
upon which our society was built. 
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1. Distinguish between faith ad the misuse of faith

The leading atheists focus only on the misuse of faith, never on its use for good.  

However, in contrast, when it comes to secular ideologies, they focus only on their 
use for good, never on misuse.

2. Remember the harm done in the name of atheism

The foundation of New Atheism is that the world would be vastly improved if only we 
could get rid of religion.

However, the two world wars were not fought on religious grounds at all.  

It is estimated that the total number of people killed by Communist governments 
through the extermination of their own population and carrying out explicitly ant-
religious policies is between 85m and 100m.

3. Appreciate the good done in the name of Jesus

While Christians have done harm in history such as the Crusades , it is not true that 
the church has consistently done more harm than good.  Why does all the good 
seem to get ignored? Cherry picking…
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